16 June 2011
Open Letter to all NSW Parliamentarians

Parliamentary vote on Brian Maloney

| write today to encourage you to support Brian Maloney and to vote that he retain his
position as magistrate.

Brian Maloney lives with and manages the mental illness bipolar disorder. Reports from
his treating psychiatrist state that his condition is at the milder end of the spectrum with
complete remissions between episodes; he cooperates with treatment and he has been
working effectively — making as many as 5,000 sound decisions in a year.

There is no justifiable reason why he cannot continue to work as a magistrate. If Mr
Maloney had recovered from a heart attack would he be sacked for fear he would have
another heart attack in the future?

Under these circumstances, if the NSW parliament sacks Mr Maloney, it will be sending
a very clear message of discrimination to the Australian community — the wrong
message, in particular to employers and to the many thousands of Australians living with
mental illness who are currently working productively, or who wish to work.

A major consequence is that people will be reluctant to acknowledge their mental illness
for fear of losing their job. My preference is to fly with a pilot who is being treated for
bipolar disorder, rather than with a pilot who is unwell with bipolar disorder, but is afraid
to seek treatment for fear of losing his job.

A vote against Mr Maloney will also undermine many progressive government policies to
encourage and support people with a disability or mental illness into work. These include
the 2010-13 EmployABILITY strategy: Increasing employment opportunities for people
with a disability in the NSW public sector which aims to provide meaningful work and
varied development opportunities including working in higher roles and access to
professional development programs.

I hope the NSW government will show true leadership - a vote to keep Brian Maloney at
work will also be a vote to support the health and wellbeing of thousands of other people
with mental illness such as bipolar disorder and to keep them at work, all the while
making a major contribution to the NSW and Australian economy.

Yours sincerely

Barbara Hocking
Executive Director

illls

AUSTRALIA

A national charity
working for a better life
for people affected by mental illness

SANE Australia
PO Box 226
South Melbourne VIC 3205

T +613 06825013
F +613 90825044
E info@sane.org

www.sane.org

Patron-in-Chief
Rt Hon Sir Ninian Stephen
KG, AK, GCMG, GCVO, KBE

Patron-at-Large
Mr Barry Humphries AO

Patrons
Professor Emeritus Geoffrey Blainey AC

Mr Jimmy Chi
MrNobby Clark A0

Mr Andrew Denton

Ms Anne Deveson A0
Professoe Allan Fels AO

Professor John Funder AO
MD, PhD, FRACP

Mr Charles B Goode AC
Mr John Landy AC, MBE
Dr Margaret Leggatt AM
Ms Eve Mahlab A0

Professor Emeritus Sir Gustav Nossal
AC, CBE

Professor Fiona Stanley AC
Mr Peter Wills AC

Chairman

Mr SanWallis AC, BCom,

Hon LLD (Monash), FCPA, FIS,
FCIM, FAIM

Executive Director
Ms Barbara Hocking OAM
BSc (Hons), DipEd, DipHEd, FAICD



